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Aiming at Andrea

ByJohn Schaffner
For The Crier

“If there is evidence that there
was a plan...that the two (Hemy
Neuman and Andrea Sneiderman)
were in this together,” Assistant
District Attorney Don Geary
asked forensic psychologist and
defense witness Adriana Flores
Monday, “‘would you change your
opinion that (Neuman) didn’t
know right from wrong” when he
killed Russell Sneiderman in
Dunwoody in 20107

This was the first time, as the
murder trial of Neuman entered its
third week, that a direct reference
was made to the potential of a plot

between Neuman and the victim’s
widow that resulted in Rusty Snei-
derman being shot four times in
the parking lot of Dunwoody Prep
daycare that morning.

Neuman, through his attorneys,
pleaded not guilty by reason of in-
sanity in September that he was
the person who killed Sneiderman
just moments after he dropped off
his then 2-year-old son lan at the
daycare center.

Responding to the hypothetical
situation posed to her by Geary
during her second almost full day
on the witness stand, Flores an-
swered, “Yes, if I found out they
collaborated together, I would
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The Sneidermans and the Neumans,
two famllles with different finances

L-R: ndrea Sneiderman, Rusty Sneiderman,
Hemy Neuman

By John Schaffner
ForThe Crier

The two principal characters
in the story that is playing out in
the DeKalb Superior Court of
Judge Gregory A. Adams—and

their family financial
positions—are  dia-
metrically opposite of
each other, according
to testimony that has
been presented in the
Hemy Neuman mur-
der trial.

It came out in tes-
timony during the
trial of Neuman for the murder
of Russell “Rusty” Sneiderman
in November of 2010, that Snei-
derman and his widow, Andrea,
had $800,000 in a bank savings
account, owned two houses—

one in Dunwoody which they
paid $920,000 for and a second
at Lake Oconee, and Andrea was
making a salary of $120,000 a
year at G.E. Energy in Cobb
County at the time of her hus-
band’s death.

When the couple lived in
Boston prior to moving to the
Atlanta area, Andrea worked for
Harvard University. When they
moved to Dunwoody, she con-
tinued to do project consulting
work for Harvard’s Business
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DHA: Stop this dump

By Dick Williams
For The Crier

A routine agenda for the
board of the Dunwoody Home-
owners’ Association Sunday
turned into a heated, prolonged
debate over a permit issued by
the city of Dunwoody to allow
the dumping of tons of dirt
onto vacant land at the end of
Glaze Drive.

A board member, Larry
Adams, who lives on the dead-
end street in the northeast cor-
ner of the city, said the permit
would allow 5700 cubic yards
of dirt to be dumped on eight-
tenths of an acre. He said it
would require more than 500
dump trucks to traverse a street
not paved for such a load.

Adams was joined in his
complaint by three other Glaze
Drive residents who decried

the noise, safety hazards and
disruption. According to the
Glaze Drive homeowners, the
dirt is to be hauled from the
contruction site of the new
Chamblee High School.

The site was once a landfill
but was closed by DeKalb
County in the 1970s. It had
been used as a dump by Gen-
eral Motors, Precision Paint
and other companies.

Steve Dush, Dunwoody’s
new community affairs direc-
tor, and the city engineer,
Richard Edinger, said that
since hearing of the situation,
the city has learned that the
street already is posted for
much lower weight limits —
those the size of a pickup truck.

“As of Friday,” Dush said,
“I think there’s a strong case of
make that we should honor that
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DeKalb schools take hit

By Rebecca Chase Williams
For The Crier

The DeKalb County Board of
Education is set to vote on cuts
to scheduled school improve-
ments to make up for the re-
cently discovered $41 million
dollar shortfall in the school con-
struction fund. On the chopping
block is $1.25 million to finish
the renovation of Dunwoody
High School, $250,000 for a
new track at Peachtree Middle
School, $1.5 million for a new
ventilation system at Mont-
gomery Elementary, and thou-
sands of dollars for Kingsley and
Hawthorne Elementary for
handicapped access improve-
ments.

“Im angry that mistakes
were made that never should
have been made and the children
will suffer for it,” said District 1
school board member, Nancy

Jester. “It bothers me and it
should bother all of us.”

Last week, DeKalb Superin-
tendent revealed to the board
that a $41.35 million shortfall
had been discovered in the Spe-
cial Purpose Local Option Sales
Tax (SPLOST) program started
in 2007. The problem was dis-
covered when an audit revealed
that the $69 million reconstruc-
tion at Chamblee Charter High
School was $10 million too low.
The big problem turned out to be
that $26 million in interest and
financing expenses were not ac-
counted for. Another $5 million
in state money didn’t materialize
and the sales tax came up
$500,000 short.

At last week’s board meeting
Superintendent Cheryl Atkinson
told the board, “Something
messed up, something hap-
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Back to Africa for Dunwoody woman

Elena Arosemena with a friend from West Africa

By Carol Niemi
For The Crier

Recently, an IT manager from
Dunwoody spent her 20-day
Christmas vacation in a poverty-
stricken hot and dusty little vil-
lage in West Africa, using a
bucket of cold water for her daily
shower, eating only one meal a
day, sharing a cement block hut
with no air conditioning and eat-
ing pizza for Christmas dinner.

She can’t wait to go back.

Dunwoodian Elena Arose-
mena said the trip “was a life-
changing experience’ that would
never have happened but for a

chance encounter on the internet.

In June 2011, while shopping
online for jewelry made from re-
cycled glass beads, she found
what she was looking for, made
by the students at the Mawuvio’s
Outreach Programme (MOP), a
school located near Accra, the
capital of Ghana.

A correspondence ensued be-
tween her and the school’s co-di-
rector, Renée Farwell.

Out of curiosity, she wrote,
“Who are you and what do you
do?”

The response piqued her cu-
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Leak draws
public outcry

By Sue Stanton
For The Crier

Nearly a month after a re-
ported leak from the Feb. 3 city
council executive session about
the city’s plans to sell the 16-acre
lot known as the PVC farm,
council continues to hear from
citizens about the breach and the
subject of the sale.

Joe Hirsch and Ann Hicks
spoke during the public com-
ment period at council’s meeting
last week. Hirsch’s comments
were mostly geared to the legal-
ity of the meeting and documen-
tation, while Hicks expressed
her hope that council would re-
tain some park land in the
Georgetown / North Shallow-
ford area.

According to the minutes
from the Feb. 3 meeting, the city
went into executive session to
discuss real estate, legal and per-
sonnel matters. However, said
Hirsch, personnel matters were
not discussed according to a
reply he received from the city
via an open records request.

“You are required by law to
actually say with accuracy what
exemption in the executive ses-
sion precludes you from it being
held in public,” said Hirsch.

Hicks, president of the board
of directors of the Dunwoody
Nature Center, told council that
the issue of the executive session
breach fell within the city’s code
of ethics.

“I haven’t read anything that
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riosity even further. Her corre-
spondent was a 22-year-old girl
from Goose Lake, Iowa, a rural
farming village with a population
of just over 200.

How did such a girl become a
director of a school for impover-
ished children in a place so far
away?

Just as it was “a random
Google search” that led Arose-

mena to Farwell, it was a random
encounter that led Farwell to
MOP.

An exchange student at the
University of Ghana, Farwell by
chance met 27-year-old Kwame
Agoe, who told her of his project
to feed, clothe and educate the
poorest children in the very poor
place of his birth, Kissemah Vil-
lage.

Farwell now spends most of
her time in Kissemah, working
with Agoe. Their school teaches
60 children, ages 4-14, on the
porch of Agoe’s Aunt Cecilia’s
and in the adjacent dusty court-
yard.

After learning Farwell’s story,
Arosemena wanted to learn about
the children.

“Two or three clicks later,” she

Arosemena and Farwell took 11
of them to the Accra Mall for
pizza. Though it is only minutes
from Kissemah, seven of them
had never been there.

“Going to the bathroom was
like a trip to Disneyworld,” she
said.

Mawuvio means “God’s chil-
dren” in Ewe. The school’s motto
is “providing education and care

Although Accra is a modern
city, the neighboring villages are
not. Kissemah, though sur-
rounded by paved roads, has not
a single paved road of its own.
Most people live in shacks made
of plywood or cardboard, with
neither running water nor elec-
tricity.

Before MOP, few children in
Kissemah attended school be-
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Life at Home is the Key to Independence™

Odur staff is dedicated to enhancing
the quality and security of your
life by providing in home services
customized to your needs.
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said, “I was face to face with the
children of Mawuvio’s: their
voices, their smiles and their pos-
sibilities,” captured on video.

Two months later, she was on
a plane to Goose Lake to meet
Farwell and her parents, major
supporters of the project.

What she learned there con-
vinced her that she wanted to be
part of their project. The only
way to know how was to go see.

In December, she made the
ten-hour flight to Accra. A short
bus ride took her to Kissemah
Village — where for 20 days she
would live close to the native cul-
ture and teach English and art to
the children at MOP.

Located on Africa’s west coast
between Cote d’Ivoire and Togo,
Ghana has one of African’s
strongest economies, yet for most
Ghanaians, poverty is a way of
life. Subsistence agriculture em-
ploys 55 percent of the workforce
and accounts for 35 percent of
GDP.

cause, though Ghana’s public
schools are officially free, poor
children cannot afford the uni-
forms, books and supplies re-
quired to attend.

Many of the children of
Kissemah are orphans, whose
parents have either died or simply
abandoned them.

Despite their poverty, Arose-
mena found the children “happy,
curious and polite.”

“Manners are part of their cul-
ture,” she said.

So is generosity. Even though
they eat only one meal a day, the
children never started theirs with-
out first offering some to her.

In addition to polite and gen-
erous, the children of Kissemah
are also bilingual. Though Eng-
lish is their official language, they
speak Ewe, a native dialect, at
home and spend much of their
school day reading and writing in
English.

The children of MOP are also
grateful. On Christmas Day,
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for all of God’s children.”

Though “a random Google
search” led her to the children of
Kissemah, Arosemena believes
more was involved.

“I didn’t go looking for this,”
she said. “God put these children
in my path.”

Now secretary of MOP’s gov-
erning board, Arosemena writes
a blog to promote awareness of
the program and help raise funds
to build a real school building.

“They turn away children
every week,”” she said, because
the porch and courtyard, now at
capacity, were never meant to be
permanent.

The foundation of the new
building is in place, with con-
struction to resume when funds
allow. According to the builder,
the school needs approximately
28 000 more cement blocks at the
cost of 50 cents per block.

Most of the funding has come
from the little town of Goose
Lake, but recently some has
come from friends and readers of
Arosemena’s blog. She hopes
more will come as Dunwoodians
learn of the project.

Anyone interested in donating
or learning more about the proj-
ect can email Arosemena at
elenal025@comcast.net or visit
her blog at elenatravel
toghana.blogspot. com.
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with a Dunwoody spin!
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Background is a map of
Dunwoody — or any
home town!

ORDER
EARLY FOR
EASTER OR
MOTHER’S

DAY

770-309-4758

Personalized Family Pillow
100% Ramie - 20” x 26”

Handmade stitched pillow features customized
figures for all the “characters in the family.”




